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was considered by Moscow as an ally and a source of great hopes.

As far as Japan was concerned, Dr. Sun was rather inclined to
take a friendly attitude. To him Japan was living proof that Asiatic
nations could rise against and successfully oppose the Western
world. He had been delighted to see yellow Japan defeat white
Russia. Even China's defeat at the hands of Japan (1894-95) did
not substantially change his basic belief that some day Japan would
be able to lead the Orient against the Occident. And the Occident
was, in the main, Great Britain. This attitude of a great Chinese
Nationalist toward Japan can be understood only against his his-
torical background and experience. Japan was gradually rising to
the stature of a modern nation, and to a degree she was the pride
of the East in its rivalry with the West.

In 1914 Dr. Sun wrote in a letter to Count Okuma, the Japanese
Premier:

The governments and peoples of the two countries [China and Japan]
will be on much more intimate terms than exist between any other two
countries. With China throwing open all her markets for the benefit of
Japanese trade and industry, Japan will virtually monopolize the com-
mercial field of her neighbor. China then will strive to free herself from
the bondage imposed on her by foreign powers and to revise the un-
equal treaties, and in order to attain these objectives China will again
need Japan's assistance in handling diplomatic questions. If Japan, after
China has improved her laws and judicial and prison systems, with
Japanese guidance and help, takes the lead in effecting the abolition of
extraterritoriality in China, the latter will in turn permit Japanese sub-
jects to settle in the interior, further facilitating the Japanese in China.
When China regains her customs autonomy, she will enter into a sort of
customs union with Japan, whereby Japanese manufactures imported
into China and Chinese raw materials imported into Japan will be
mutually exempt from customs duty. In this way the prosperity of Jap-
anese commerce and industry expands with the development of China's
national resources.7

Dr. Sun's connection with Japan was all the more natural at
that time since Japan, opposing the regime of Yuan Shi-kai, sup-
ported southern opposition to the Peking government. Dr. Sun
therefore rested his hopes on Japan's assistance in his revolutionary

7. Sun Yat-sen, China and Japan (Shanghai, 1941). Letter to Count Okuina, dated
May n, 1914. Subsequent quotations are from the same volume.